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9 . 10 
RETURN you thanks for your ciyility, in your 
[ES] nameleſs Letter to me; and take it to be the more re» 
markable, becauſe of the warmth of your temper, and 
tlie great contempt you diſcover, of the principle which 
I appear d in defence of. I ay no diſpoſition to multiply twelve- 
penny pamphlers, and therefore ſhall content my ſelf with a few 
remarks on what you have publiſh'd. d, p 
1. I obſerye your book is far from anſwering your title: For 
I don't perceive you have brought any Scripture at all to prove the 
iſtry, and your proof from antiguity is very de- 


ality of our mini 
fective. Yn . | | 
That which looks the moſt like Scripture proof, you expreſs 
thus, p. 21: F our Saviour founded the government aud order of his 
Church, in the apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, who were biſhops in the preſent ſenſe 
of the word; if they were the only perſons appointed for the government of tus 
Church, and the ordination of others ; then it is plain, that any perſon that 
takes upon him to ordain,. without the like commiſſion, entreth not the Jreepe 
fild by the door, but by ſome. other way, and is juconteftably @ thief and & 
ober. And taken this way it 15-your argument: But let it he 
inyerted and it becomes mine. For, if the apoſtles were not biſhops Ty 
the preſent ſenſe of the word, and were not the only per ſens appointed by Chrilk 
for the ordination of others; them perſons who take upon them t ordain, tho the 
are not biſhops in the preſent ſenſe of the werd, (provided they hav? but t 
qualifications that Chriſt requires in ordajners) cannot be ith charged wit 
bringing men into the ſhee Gold any other way than by the door, and by conſes 
* neither they themſelves, nor ſuch as they ordain, are thieyes or. robs 
ers, The queſtion is, which of theſe Annen is moſt ſcrip- 
tural ? You ſay yours: And if any are dil pos d to take your af⸗ 
firmation for proof, tis not in my power to help it, I enyy 
them not their ſatisfa&tion. - | 5 2 
Your proof from antiguity, is very defeQiye. You tell us ing 
deed, p. 5, That Epiſcopacy (without al manner of peradvuenturc) was as 
Jour church has fully declared, of apofiulical inſtitution: Which looks a | 
if you reckon d your church infallible. You. guate, Mr. Hooker's 
argument, drawn from the ſucceſſpop of paſtors, in the ſeveral cities where 
the apoſtles did plant chriſtianity, in the ſeat of an apoſile 7275 mon 
But that no more proyes that there was from che firlt. g propel 
prelate in all thoſe cities, than the name gf che pn, proves 
that there-was a proper king in the city of Athens, at the rms, | 
when the power was in the hands of the Arghons, What your | 
| t our running 


Jeu contend for, p. 19, may be granted ww ing 
any hazard 27 all 775 har the gl wer 4 di ie noe fon 70 
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been any dioceſan biſhops, to whom the power of ordinati 
Was colfined: For-the apoſtles, as ſuch, Ma no fixceſſÞrs! 1 
indeed you had once prov'd that the laying on of a biſhop' 
hands, was the only way for ordination, that Chrift had appoint. 
ed, or does approve, you had carried your point, Againſt this 
I have offered ſeveral things that have been enlarged on, by 
others, of which you did not think fit to take any notice, 
That which you ſhould have proved you have only taken for grant. 
ed p. 19, and oft elſewhere : and therefore you have no right at 
all to the conſequence you draw p. 29, that he miniſtration of th 
that enter into the Lords vineyard another way muſt be null and invalid: 
That is but a weak and haſty, an unbrotherly and groundleſ 
— that affords more proper matter for repentance than 
— ] .Fr- 5 | 
T2. In ſome caſes you charge me wirh inconſiſtency, where 
Jou your felf run into plain miſtakes. I expreſly declared in 
my preface; that Thad long been of the opinion, that Bp. Stillingfleet de 
clared for in his Irenicum ; viz. That no one particular form of Church 
government is of Divine appointment: And yet you will have it, p. 4, 
, that I own a form of Church government in the Apoſiles, eſtabliſhed even 
0 pur Saviour himſelf; wherein you really abuſe me. I own in- 
deed a miniſtry in the Church to be of Divine appointment ; 
and that Chriſt called his Apoſtles into that miniſtry : But nei- 
ther in the place referred to, nor any where elſe, do I own any 
particular form of Church-government fixed by Chriſt gr his 
Apoſtles. You tell me indeed, that if Chriſt is the ſender by the 
yniniſtry of men, then he has left ſome particular form of Church-government 
behind him, which is moſt certainly of Divine appointment, p. 19: But 
For my part, I cannot ſee but that Chriſt having fixt a mini- 
Rry in his Church, and ordered that they that are themſelves 
in that miniſtry ſhould take care to ordain others, may upon 
ood grounds bè ſaid to be the ſender by the miniſtry of men, though 
Fe ſhould have left his miniſters no ſuch particular directions 
about their management, (among themſeſves, or with regard 
to their flocks) as either amount to a form of Church-government, or 
need debar them of a liberty to ſuit themſelves in their ſeveral 
proceedings, to times, ſeaſons and circumſtances. And there- 
| Wie though you tell me again, in that very page, that I 4. 
Anowledge there was a particular form of. government appointed by our Sa- 
| pour, yet I muſt again aſſure you, you do me wig. I cannot 
| come up to that, till I meet with better proof than IT have ſeen as 
yet. And upon this account, I ſhall add, that when you after- 
wards tell me, p. 43, that St. Jerome was no ſuch fanch ad vocatt 
| for the preshyterian form of Church-governnent, &c. ſuppoſing you to 
de therein in the right, it does not much move me, becauſe 
1 reckon the cauſe which I undertook the defence of, to be but 
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Again, I had declared for myſelf and my brethren, that we 
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avainſt an uſurpation of the paſtoral authority, without a miſ⸗- 


ation 

. fon, as your ſelves: And you tell me, p. 16; that 1 give up the 
ſhop's WW neceſſey of a. lamful call, by allowing the officiating of candidates. By this, 
ro and what follows, you plainly ſhew you do not diſtin&tly know 
t this what we mean by Candidates. Allow me therefore to tell. you, 
Mn, by that we are far from reckoning them to have a miniſterial au- 
orice, thority, or to be capable of adminiſtring ſacraments, &c. They 


Srant- to whom we give that name, are only perſons that have finiſhed * 
ght at their preparatory ſtudies, and been tried by competent 1 as 
of the Wl to their abilities, and (good evidence being produced of their 
woalid : regular life and converſation) are by them allowed to preach 
mdleſs as probationers, till having a call from ſome worſhipping ſocie- 
e than W ty, to adminiſter all ordinances among them, they are ordained 
and entred into the office of the miniſtry. And I am to ſeek 
where for the inconſiſtency between allowing ſuch to officiate as pro- 
red in bationers, and the owning the neceſſity. of a lawful call. Theſe 
leet de. are no more intruders into an office not belonging to them, than thoſe 


Church of ſtanding in one of our univerſities, that perform college ex- 
„ Þ- 4% erciſes in the chappels there, before they take orders. They are 
e even L think as much to be juſtified in their preparatory eſſays with 
wn in: ſuch tryals foregoing, as Frumentius and Ædeſius in their endeavours 
ment; to inſtruct people in the principles C chriſtianity, and bring them to join in 
ut nel- prayer and communion with them, (as you yourſelf expreſs the mat- 
vn any ter, p. 17,) before ever they were ordained, or had paſt through 
or his Wl any trial or examination at all, as to their ſufficiency. N 

0 the 3. There are ſome things in your Letter that appear to me al- 
2 together inexcuſable. I had referred to Mr. Boyſe's Clear Axcount 
: But 


Bu of the Ancient Epiſcopacy., Printed in 1712, for full proof that 

i min. Biſhops and Presbyters no farther differed in the firſt ages of the 
mſelves Church, than rulers of pariſh churches and their aſſiſtant Curates 
iy upo do now among us: And had ſignified, that in my opinion no great- ' 
thoug" Wer ſervice could be done to modern epiſcopacy, (as ſupport is 
rections WWferched for it from the firſt writers of che church) than by re- 


 regald turning an anſwer to his laboured performance. And now come 

neu, 0' you, whoas you ſay,” p. 4, tale upon you to return an anſwer, and tell 

- ſeveral me, that o had neuer ſeen or heard of this Book before, p. 44. But, 

d there- good Sir, could you not have enquired for it, and either bought 

hat 1 a" Wor borrowed it ? I. therefore referred to him for the clearing the 

7 our 5 ommon.citations from the Fathers, both becauſe I had not ſcope 
Can 


or inlarging in a fingle Diſcourſe ; and alſo becauſe I ſaw no 
ſeen as Moccaſion for attempting to do over again, what had been done 
u afteſ- Ie well before. Now 2 you to inſiſt ſo ee thoſe very 
44009 Waters, which I told you he had cleared, and pals ſo lightly by 
you to ach a book, as might (for any thing you knew) have given you 
becauſe Mitisfa&ion had you but taken the pains to peruſe ir, has 1 con- 
be but eſs but an odd aſpe&. - And for you that had never ſeen this 


„ erformance, to tell me, That no:w/:hftanding My. Boyſe's demonſira= 
that % „ raf, you will take. upon yon, p. 46, to ſay ſo — ſo, concern- 
25 W's {210tin and Clement, &. ſeems rather inſulting than au j 

a L fe n hagcs „„ e, a 


and but little becomes one that is ſo free in blaming others for 
backwardneſs to be convinced, as you are upon ſome occaſions. 
And when you at laſt proceed ſo far, as to beg to know what reaſon] 
de 10 'riumph, in that ununſweruble boot of Mr. Boy e's concerning the 

mn of the Fathers, in favour of Presbyterian ordinations? Tis too 
7 to deſerve any other anſwer than this; That when you 


; for ln th 

iſcourſe of ſuch a bout t 

nature, and overlook ſo many of the things it laid ſtreſs upon, . 32,; 
ſtages that are to be met the ver 

between #hoſc to whom Chriſt ¶ caſt on 

get aurbority in the congregation by his word, and thoſe u whom min Mordinati 


tion, . either by their laws or CAnone, or both their m 

15 „ have inforced this diſtinction by a citation Neccleſiat 
from Bp. Buruet, who in Bomer's caſe was forced to diſtinguiſu, Whore wit 

| berween the validity of Ordinations, as ſaere# 1 2 and 5 method 
| itution. But this. Church, { 


declaring, * That our miniſters haus their authority from 
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ſhould run to that extremity, as to own no church, no miniſtrj, 


no ſacraments, no ſalvation, without 1 ordination in at man 
| their confined ſenſe; and alſo that they ſhould be more unchar the” it bad 
{ firable te us, tho“ we agree with- them in all the eſſentiab of that g 
| of faith and worſhip, than the Church has generally been me, The 
| for ſeveral ages, towards avowed heretieks: And that = IGevils;. 3 
| who upon {ome occaſions can beſpeak us fo kindly, ſhoul Bru of ;», 
prefer popiſh ordinztions to ours, as if the hand of a Biff . 25, Bu 
| 


was. more neceſſary than Truth, Purity” or Charity, - I alſo .] we 

fenced it as unaccountable, | that they ſhould not on Mbope our 
. — that in ſeveral things, ' we have the ſame argume yours in 
te urge againſt them, that they are fofeed to make uſe of — th has 
cheir own Defonce againſt che Chch of Rowe; but ſhould e put the L 
mos ſevere upon us, than ſome of the Papifs are now come men. And 
be upon them; ſince they own the validity of their oc ter proof « 
which they formerly ſo much inyeighed againſt. And here bare mirxac 


citeg 


n MI 
red. 4 late French writer, (without enquiring into the ſprings: 
 wnotives of his drawi up the tract — *. to, or the 
ens deſigned to be ſerved f it,) and, F ſhould have thoughe 
ke might have deſerved to have been a. little confidered, by. 
wy one that made & reply to me. And that the rather, be- 


cauſe he puts a greater ſtrain. upon the common pchiſp principles 
to own _— Engliſh ordinations as far as he does do it, than 
they of the eſtabliſhed Church need do upon any proteſtant prin 
che, to own the ordinations of Diſſewers, as far as we deſire: 
they ſhould do it, to ſhew their charity to us. 
| In this writer is alſo to be found the Memorial of Abbot Rexaudet 
about the ordinations of the Church of England, which I referred. td, 
1,32, 33; in which he: intimates with no ſmall pleaſure, That 
the very ſame reproaches. that the Churh of Rome has commonly 
calt on the Church of England, on the head of the nullity of their 
ordinations, they alſo. caſt on the French Calviniſts, nor allo wing 
their miniſters to preach among ä diſcharge any other 
eccleſiaſtical function, till they are ordained ane w, as being be- 
fore without any character. They don't (ſays he) take the lame 
method with the apoſtate prieſts and monks of the Carhalick 
Church, (meaning the Church of Rome) whom they receive with 
py, and: with open arms, without ordaining them anew, 
provided they ſhew them their orders in good form. I think 
[ have. reafon to. ſay. in this caſe, Pudet hac opprobria nobis, Os. 
[ take this to be ſhameful and ſcandalous: on the part of che 
025 ig Church, and think you ſhould have vindicated it if yaw 
could. = to. ſay nothing. at all to it, is what it will be very 
hard to frame an excuſe for. „ 
4. There are many things in your Letter that ſhew more 
heat than r Thus you make a mighty ſtir about my 
application of that of Scripture, I will have mercy, and. 
me ſacrifice: And yet when all comes to all, you but. bring 
the ſenſe of it to this, That s poſitive inflitution wuſt give way 18 
8 moral duty, p. 23. And I owned much the ſame, in declaring, 
That man's real good is more to be minded. than any A inflituriong 
thi" it had a divine origin. You are angry alſo at the uſe I make 
of that other text, He that is nat Alc» s for w. You tell 
me, The man, in whoſe caſe that was mentioned, caſt out 
evils; and that when the diſſenting teachers work miracles for ih 
. of their miſſion, it will then be time enough tp admit of it as lamſuls 
25. But, good Sir, why ſhould you inſult us! Tho you 
ow ewe no more pretend to work. miracles than yen; 1. 
aope our miniſtry out of the Church eſtabliſhed, as Wall a8 
ours in it, thro the power of the Spirit of the Lining a 


oth has been, and {till is, in ſome meaſure ſucgeſaful 1 
ut the Devil in a es ſenſe, and ſanckify the Souls of | 
nen. And I take the ſanctify ing effects of a miniſtry, to be a bet- 
er proof of the validity of a ſim, tho' without miracles, than 
are miracles would. be without any ſanctifying efficacy. 8 
9 | 2 | after 
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after all, *T'was not becauſe of his working miracles, that d 
Ziri would have this man forborn; but becauſe not being 
againſt, he was for him. And therefore it was not very p 
dens. in you to come with your caviis. 
1 ſhould have thought the reſpe& diſcovered to Epiſcophiy 
by one of my franknefs, in ſeveral parts of the ſermon, wy 
the approbation of ſo many of our brethren as concurreu 
the deſire of having nd, Ro with the hope intim 
ted in the Cloſe, of a Coalition, by the prevalence of an unis 
ting, healing ſpirit ; might have deſerved the notice of a P 
Pyter of the Church of England, if he is deſirous of its trueſt ph 
Ry and welds HE TTSISD 630 SH 2 T0, 2 
When you ſeem ſurptized, p. 36, That T don't let you bl 
- wherein the dates of the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, make any diff 
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renee" in the caſe of |epiſcopacy, or hom much Bp. Pearſon differs" fo 
ether learned men in this reſpet# ; you may 4 22 4 5 T did 
not turn a Sermon into a volume. But provided you will not 
again tell me, That you never ſaw or heard of the Book” bes 
fore, I' refer you to Mr. J. Owen's Tutamen Evangelicum, or De 
F Seripture Ordination, againſt the Exceptions of T. G, printed in 160% 
which I believe will ſatisfy you upon that heae. 
- You tell me, My inflances of ordinations* 3 have with 
much as the leaſt- ſhadow or avp:arance of truth i them, p. 60 ; and 
nothing to my pu 1. 67 : Which is eaſily enau Bad. Bur ke 
that being but of the common fize for knowledge, can mak 
aht of a man of Mr. Selden's prodigious learning, p. 5 
chat when I had quoted Caſim, who aflerts of the abbot apm 
s "That tho' but r he out of ſpecial affection to Ha 
Faiſed him to the fame degree of a presbyter, that he might be c 
| 3 of ſucceeding him; can turn it off b  faying, That th wa 
e found at loſt to ſignify no more than this, that Paphnutius recommi 
bn to a biſpop for onders, p. 58 : He that can find biſhops. of our ſor 
All along among the very Vaudois, p. 62, 63: Such a man may e 
{ fay juſt vyhat he pleaſes: Tho' I muſt own Iſhall be much mill 
ken, if ſuch a way of anſwering, makes many converts. 
Upon the whole 1 muſt tell you, That unleſs you bring betty 
proof from Scripture and antiquity, I ſhall be ſo far from thin 
Ang the miniſtry f. the Diſſenters proved null and wiid,” that 1 ſhall 
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con it ſufficiently vindicated. And for your part, Sir, I beg 4 
| Jo for your own ſake, to conſider ſeriouſly the ſaying of ol 
| bleſſed Saviour, Matth. vii. 1; Fudge not that ye be not judger : And cha 


Alſo of the apoſtle,” Rom. xiv. 4. Who art thou that judgeſt andther wall 


feroant? to his own maſter" he flandith or falleth * And 1 ſhould hope 


might =: to” produce in you a more charitable 'remper,; | 
A y That : may do It, W f be the 0 ſincere with, of, I Ra 
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